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Synopsis 

Representative Ammons’ schedule did not allow her to meet with us.  We met with a staff member in her office in Policy 

and Communications, Jenna Sickenius.  Also attending was Josie Escobar, a University of Illinois student intern.  We 

spent 30 minutes discussing two of the priority questions provided by LWVIL. In addition, we were able to engage in 

discussion about a couple of other items as well. 

“Will you work to increase education funding every year (as mandated by law in 2017) for evidence-based 

distribution to schools to improve extreme funding inequities that severely impact students in low-income 

neighborhoods?  Why or why not?” 

Ms. Sickenius said education is particularly important to Rep. Ammons – she sits on the Education 

Committee.  Priorities for her are early intervention, work force development, how to make education more 

equitable including making evidence-based funding more equitable.  She was one of the sponsors of the 

Education and Workforce Equity House Bill 2170 and helped to get it passed. Sickenius said the Black Caucus-

backed House Bill 3653 recently signed by the governor is in the process of being implemented. It sets the 

framework for how to legislate going forward – setting the standard for decreasing racial inequity. It has 32 

provisions which will be phased in over time.  Rep. Ammons is working tirelessly to get more black male teachers 

in the classroom of Illinois schools. Because the bill addresses needs-based education throughout the State, 

everyone should benefit.  

“Illinois has the potential to lead the nation in cutting greenhouse gas emissions and developing new green 

jobs in the next few years.  What do you see as the next steps for the Illinois General Assembly to make this a 

reality?  Do you support the Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA)?  Why or why not?” 

 Rep. Ammons sits on the Environment Committee.  She supports CEJA and believes that for CEJA to be a bill 

worth passing the diversity and inclusivity components are essential.   

Additional questions 
“Where does Rep. Ammons see new revenue coming from once the COVID money is gone - given the 

defeat of Fair Tax in the fall election?” 

Funding is one of the most challenging things this year with budget and redistricting a highest concern.  Rep. 
Ammons’ biggest concern is getting people back to work and participating in the economy. At this time, she had 
no suggestions to make about how to generate new revenue now that the Fair Tax Amendment failed. 
 
Rep. Ammons supports legislation to create an independent redistricting commission.  However, with no census 
data until August, redistricting is a liquid process right now.   Sickenius said the Office has no clarity on it – how 
do we count everyone and do redistricting on time.  It is important in the process to connect the dots – census 
affects redistricting and redistricting affects equitability.  Who you have representing you does matter. 

Sickenius also spoke about the Black Caucus-back HB 3653 which the Governor recently signed into law. Rep. 
Ammons is a strong advocate of criminal justice reform. Sickenius said this bill has many strengths that Rep. 
Ammons supports, especially ending cash bail among other provisions. The bill does not address "police bill of 
rights" or "qualified immunity" which are issues currently being reviewed in study sessions. 

 “Do you see any voter suppression down the pike?” 

Sickenius said that voter suppression laws such as in Georgia is not going to happen. 


